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Å Project Wadi Attir is a demonstration project for 
sustainable dryland development initiated by the 
sustainability laboratory of Dr. Michael Ben Eli, in 
collaboration with the Hura Bedouin community, the 
Wadi Attir association and Ben Gurion University; 

Å Among others the project is developing agroforestry 
and permaculture approaches supported by a soil 
conservation and biodiversity restoration program, 
planting of native trees and reduced grazing. 



The scientific principles of Wadi Attir 
ÅThe development of Project Wadi Attir is based on the 

sustainability parameters developed by Dr. Michael Ben Eli; 

ÅThe environmental challenges of our ecosystem restoration 
efforts are based on principles tested, described and scientifically 
documented by Leu, Mor-Mussery and colleagues in nearby 
research sites;  

ÅRestoration methods examined such as agroforestry and 
silvipasture combined with erosion control and water harvesting 
can restore soil fertility, biodiversity and vegetation cover. 

ÅSuch ecosystem restoration activities in degraded drylands are 
exerting extreme environmental benefits including carbon 
sequestration; 

Å In addition significant gains in agricultural productivity, pasture 
and energy biomass production are expected. 



 

Area before rehabilitation March 2012 



 

Same place, March 2015 



Rain-fed herbaceous productivity is ten times higher in the treated plot! 
 

Therefore a detailed research program to document soil improvement 
mechanisms was initiated: 

The potential maximal productivity of the Wadi Attir area was 
first observed in an abandoned ruminants enclosure (3/ 2012) 


